Melbourne Etzell

November 6, 1924 - September 14, 2013

The memorial service for Melbourne Etzell, 88, Valley City, ND formerly of
Rogers, ND will be 2 pm Friday, September 20, 2013 at Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church, Valley City, with Rev. Emmy Swedlund officiating. He died Saturday,
September 14, at the Sheyenne Care Center.

Visitation will be held an hour prior to the service in the church on Friday.
Burial will be in Woodbine Cemetery, Valley City, at a later date.

Melbourne Grindler Etzell was born November 6, 1924 on the family farm near
Rogers, ND, in Barnes County. He was the son of Raymond and Frieda V.
(Grindler) Etzell. His grade school years were spent attending Logan School.
In 1943, he graduated from College High. Following graduation, he farmed
with his father.

On March 20, 1946, he married Elizabeth Rasmussen at her parents’ home in
Valley City, ND. The couple moved to the farm where they lived and worked
until moving to Valley City in 1959. At that time, he began driving for Aero-
Mayflower Moving Company. He did that for 11 years. Melbourne worked for
Sammons out of Missoula, MT and then Anderson Trucking out of St. Paul,
MN. There he drove truck to Alaska and back for two years. He then worked
for Beyers-LaFarge until retiring in 1993.

He was a member of the Eagles. Melbourne enjoyed hunting and fishing. He
belonged to the Barnes County Wildlife and the Baldhill Rod and Gun Clubs.
He was ready to go for a drive around the countryside at any time. He always
seemed to have some project he was working on, especially woodworking.



One of his greatest joys was his family. He was very proud of all of them. He
loved visiting and having company. Melbourne made people smile and laugh
until his last day with his terrific sense of humor.

Melbourne is survived by his wife, Betty; children, Roger (Loretta) Etzell,
Greenville, Ohio, and their children, Sonja Etzell, Elizabeth (Andrew) Murray,
and Christopher Etzell; Melody (Larry) Hetland, Valley City, and their children,
Darren Hetland, Kristi Hetland, Andrea Hetland; Lynnette (Ed) Kefgen,
Seattle, Washington, and her children, Jonathan Wicks and Stefan Wicks;
Jolene (Dave) Watanabe, Edmonds, Washington and their children, Steven
Watanabe, Christopher Watanabe and Rachel Scout Watanabe; and Leah
(Todd) Tangen, Kathryn, North Dakota, and their children, Michael Tangen,
Justin Tangen, and Jake Tangen; sister, Vera Lee of Forsyth, MT; in-laws,
Ernie (Marilyn) Rasmussen of Chapel Hill, North Carolina; several nieces and
nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents.

Arrangements have been entrusted to the Oliver-Nathan Funeral Chapel,
Valley City.



Cemetery Details

Woodbine Cemetery

Valley City, ND

Previous Events
Visitation

SEP 20. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)

Our Savior's Lutheran Church
138 3rd St. NW
Valley City, ND

Memorial Service

SEP 20. 2:00 PM (CT)

Our Savior's Lutheran Church
138 3rd St. NW
Valley City, ND



Tribute Wall

Deb Tangen lit a candle in memory of ]

Melbourne Etzell

Deb Tangen - October 04, 2013 at 01:44 PM

Dear Betty, Leah, Melody, and the rest of the family,

I am so sorry for your loss. Melbourne was such a good man! |
know how much all of you will miss him, but do know that he will
always be in your hearts. | also know how my brother truly has
always felt that he has been fortunate to have such good inlaws! |
wish | had been back there so that | could attend the service- you
are all in my prayers.

Love,

Deb
Deb Tangen - October 04, 2013 at 01:43 PM

Fiery Lily and Rose was purchased for the family
of Melbourne Etzell.

September 18, 2013 at 01:08 PM


https://www.olivernathanchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.olivernathanchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Betty and family, sorry to hear of Melbourne's passing. When | was
doing the Criiter Corral at the Winter Show, he would come through
three times a day. He had a love for animals and told stories of his
farm life. Thinking of you all at this difficult time!

Wendy Gullickson - September 17, 2013 at 10:43 AM

Betty and family,

I am so sorry to hear about Melbourne. He was a great guy for the
short time that we knew him. | remember the first year we were in
the house and he brought Christmas presents over for the boys. He
was such a great story teller and shared many memories that he
had to Jarin and I. We will miss his smiley face when we are
working on the house. Sending you lots of thoughts and prayers.
Gina, Jarin, Austyn & Jacksyn Thornton

Gina Thornton - September 16, 2013 at 03:10 PM



